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ABSTRACT

FAO’s Emergency Prevention System for Transboundary Animal and Plant Pests and
Diseases (EMPRES), promotes the effective containment and control of the most serious
epidemic livestock diseases, such as foot-and-mouth disease, rinderpest, contagious
bovine pleuropneumonia, avian influenza, classical swine fever and Rift Valley tever, some
which have public health implications. EMPRES also attends to newly emerging diseases
and applies methods of progressive elimination on a regional and global basis through
international cooperation involving (i) early warning, (ii) early reaction, (i) enabling
research and (iv) coordination. Major economic losses to livestock and producers the
world over due to major outbreaks of transboundary animal diseases (TADs) such as
foot-and-mouth disease (1997-2003), classical swine fever in the Caribbean and Europe
(1996-2002), rinderpest in the Somali ecosystem (2001 and 2003), and Rift Valley fever
into the Arabian Peninsula (2000) have been the main stimulus for the initiative to create
a Global Framework for the Progressive Control of TADs with the Office International
des Epizooties. Both organizations have examined the problem of TADs from the
perspective of the complexity of the world food chain and human welfare, as well as the
international public goods of equity, conservation of natural resources and public health
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