133

Institutional and regulatory
frameworks for better

preparedness for aquatic disease
emergencies

Annick Van Houtte and Shalini Dogra

Legal Office

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00100 Rome, Italy

Annick.VanHoutte@fao.org

Van Houtte, A. & Dogra, S. 2005. Institutional and regulatory frameworks tor better
preparedness for aquatic disease emergencies. p. 133-145. In: Subasinghe, R.P.; Arthur,
J.R. (eds.). Regional workshop on preparedness and response to aquatic animal

health emergencies in Asia. Jakarta, Indonesia, 21-23 September 2004. FAO Fisheries
Proceedings. No. 4. Rome, FAO. 2005. 178p.

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses the international and Asia regional context of emergency preparedness
for serious aquatic animal disease outbreaks. Examples of national approaches to
regulatory frameworks for emergency preparedness for aquatic animal disease outbreaks
are drawn from several developed countries (Canada, Japan and Australia). A briet review
of the current Indonesian situation is made and some recommendations tor improving
the ability of the country to deal with aquatic disease emergencies are made.

INTRODUCTION

No country can develop aquaculture practices that eradicate the chances of tuture

diseases in its fish farming. Diseases in fish will inevitably occur, and thus fish-farming
nations should understand that they cannot guarantee a permanently disease-free
aquaculture and that they must therefore prepare themselves for disease outbreaks.
When combating a disease in aquaculture, a state has two major objectives: (1)
controlling the disease as soon as possible and (ii) minimizing its damages. Currently,
various countries have, thorough their legislation, implemented strategies to achieve
one or both of these goals. This paper will illustrate a number of approaches, each one
providing certain benefits for better emergency response to disease in aquaculture.
Nowadays it would be erroneous to ignore the international context in which
national regulation of fish health takes place. International (global, regional and

subregional) issues have grown in importance in recent years because of the

interdependence of states in the trade arena, namely because of the transboundary
movement of aquatic animals (and plants) for aquaculture and the aquarium trade. Thus
has also led to a growing recognition on the part of national governments of the need
or the obligation to base their own principles and standards on those prepared under
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