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ABSTRACT
Transboundary movement of live aquatic animals is one of the principal reasons for 
increased disease emergencies in the Asia-Pacific Region. Disease emergencies may arise 
within a country in a number of ways: introductions of known exotic diseases, changes 
in the pattern of known endemic diseases or the appearance of unknown diseases. 
Contingency planning is critical to the effective management of such disease emergencies. 
A wide range of capacity and awareness building is required to effectively manage 
aquatic animal disease emergencies. This paper examines the capacity and awareness 
building needs of countries in the Asia-Pacific Region to deal with aquatic animal health 
emergencies and provides details of some of the key capacity and awareness building 
initiatives in the region. Further, the paper attempts to provide a general picture of 
responsibilities at the different stakeholder levels to implement effectively a contingency 
plan, and identifies the skills and capacity required to carry out the responsibilities.

INTRODUCTION
Threats to the sustainability of the aquaculture industry are numerous. Aquatic 
animal disease has been one of the most serious. Diseases caused by transboundary 
pathogens pose serious threats to aquaculture in many parts of the Asia-Pacific 
Region. Transboundary animal diseases are defined as epidemic diseases that are highly 
contagious or transmissible, with the potential for very rapid spread irrespective of 
national borders and which cause significant socio-economic and possibly public 
health consequences (Baldock, 2002).
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