PREFACE

In recent years the Brine Shrimp Artemia has gained considérab]e
importance. as the successful development of many aquacu]ture
projects depend on-continuous supply of quality brine shrimp
cysts. The nauplii of brine shrimps form an important live feed
for the developing stages of many cultivable organisms. Realising
this, the National Aquatic Resources Agencies (NARA) has taken up
a lead role in developing Artemia culture in Sri Lanka. Basic
information on the Sri Lankan strain of Artemia is now available.
A pilot scale Artemia field culture trial has been recently

jnitiated at Palavi salterns by this Agency.

This manual on Artemia is intended as a compendium of the state of
art of brine shrimp culture which I am sure will be a useful guide
to researchers, students, aquaculturists and ornamental fish breeders

who use Artemia exclusively.

In this manual an attempt has been made to outline the methodology
involved in collection and processing of cysts; decapsulation
technique; batch culture and field culture procedures. »Informétion
on the Sri Lankan strain of Artemia has been included wherever

possible.
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Werapitiya, Chairman, National Salt Corporation,}Sri Lanka
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